
PROTECTING
YOUR MUSIC: 
COPYRIGHT



INTELLECTUAL 
PROPERTY
•The term intellectual property refers to creations of the 

mind.

•Intellectual property includes inventions, literary and artistic 

works, designs, and symbols, names and images used in 

commerce.

•Intellectual property is protected in law by either trademarks, 

patents, or copyright. These laws allow people to be 

financially compensated for their intellectual property.



COPYRIGHT

• Copyright is a legal term used to describe the rights that 

creators have over their literary and artistic works.

• When you write a song, and that song is then fixed in a tangible 

form, such as a recording or sheet music, your song is then 

automatically protected by copyright.

• As the copyright author or rights holder, you alone have the 

exclusive rights to reproduce the work in various forms, to 

perform the work publicly, to record the work, to broadcast the 

work, to translate the work into other languages, or to adapt the 

work.



CMO RIGHTS COMPARISON
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THANK YOU
Melissa Johnston

melissa@metalworksinstitute.com
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